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evident The dynamics   of ideas unfolds   itself in course of"
experience.
We propose to conduct this Camp also in the spirit of the
first Dehradun Camp, that is, in the spirit of an objective seeker-
after truth. We have assembled not simply to review what we
have done in the past, to approve or disapprove of having'
done this or that thing, to find our weaknesses and to resolve
to be good in future. All that, of course, will be done in due
time. But firstly we have to forget that we have any vested
interest, so to say; that our purpose is to criticise or approve-
the politics of a party. We have assembled with a greater pur-
pose; it is to discuss certain problems which have been raised
not by the experience of our party alone, but by the experience
of the world as a whole. We must approach those problems as
scientists; they are related with the anatomy and physiology of
entire modern human society. Having come to certain conclu-
sions from that purely scientific analysis, we shall then review
the experience of our party to judge if we have been doing the
right thing. On the basis of this new insight into the anatomy
and physiology of modern civilised society, we shall also have to
judge how we should act in the future.
I have come to this Camp prepared for the hypothetically
possible conclusion, which may result from our experience, that
a party like the Radical Democratic Party has no place in this
country. This very cross statement should put you in the right
mood. At the same time, let me also tell you, so that you might
not get on the wrong track, that whatever is once stated, having
been subjected to all kinds of examination, and having been
established as scientific truth, can never be wrong. Our political
theories and practice must be judged from that point of view.
They may be inadequate; they may have to be enlarged, amended;
but they must have set us on the right road. But we should not
begin with the spirit of a believer, as people with vested in-
terests, determined to justify whatever has happened. We
should begin with the spirit of scepticism* the spirit of seekers
after truth, and we must have some standard for what is truth,
We are meeting here at a time which, in a way, may be even
more critical than when we met six years ago. Because the
problems which appeared very dimly before \,pur minds at that